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RECOMMENDATION: 

It is recommended that the City Council review and comment on this report. 

DISCUSSION: 

Last July, staff presented the Council an update on the preparation of the Environmental Impact 
Report (EIR) for the Route 238 Corridor Improvement Project. The EIR is being prepared by a 
team led by the consulting firm of Mark Thomas and Company, with support from the firm of 
Jones and Stokes and several other sub-consultants. Work on the EIR is progressing and staff 
expects the Draft EIR to be completed by April 2007, at which time it will be released for public 
review and comment. 

During the preparation of the EIR, staff and the consultant's team continued to refine the project 
design. Consequently, staff is proposing several changes from the concept plans that were 
originally presented. These changes have improved the design and have addressed some of the 
concerns received at the public scoping meeting held in December 2005. Some of the changes 
are fairly significant and are a departure from the information Council has already seen; hence, 
the necessity for this update and to receive Council feedback prior to finalization of the 
preliminary design and the Draft EIR. 

FoothiWD Intersection 

As Council will recall, significant changes to the DIFoothill intersection are part of the mini-loop 
concept. Due to the significance and complexity of these changes, staff has continued to refine 
the design for this location. During this process and as a result of more-detailed analysis, it was 
determined that the concept plan originally presented has proven to be impractical. The right-of- 
way constraints resulted in a severely skewed and off-set intersection, which could have 
increased the propensity for accidents, particularly in the eastbound direction (see Exhibit A). 
Consequently, two other options were developed, as discussed below. 

Option 1 (Exhibit B) - Similar to the previous design, this option preserves the north curb line on 
D Street and limits right-of-way take to only the south side of D Street, west of Foothill 
Boulevard. There are a few advantages to this design. As presented, it requires no more right- 
of-way take than before.. Although like other options for this intersection, the level of service 








