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The Hanorable Michael Sweeney May 8, 2012
Magybr, City of Hayward
777 B'Street

‘Hagward, CA 94541

-
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#7“Re:  Resohution of Support by the City of Hayward for Extended Producer
Responsibility and the Alameda County Safe Medication Disposal Ordinance
(SUPPORT)

ey s

/*  Dear Mayor Sweeney,

On behalf of the patients, clients, staff, and Board of Tiburcio Vasquez Heath Center, Inc.,
. i (TVHC), I am writing to express our support of the Safe Medication and Drug Disposal
,; Ordmance Resolution which will be heard in Chambers this evening.

'ff As you know, TVHC is a not-for-profit health center that provided quality healthcare and

.‘, enabl.mg wellness services to almost 20,000 people in 2011. And although we are not the
producers of medications, we feel it is imperative to advocate for our youth, our community, and
qmr enwronment

Wemc long been aware of the serious ramifications of unsafe drug disposal, both in the
polhition of our larger community environment, and especially in the critically dangerous effects
on our re‘sﬂentS, particularly, our youth.

Because of g 1&;& of inadequate means of medication disposal options, medications are being
stockpiled in our, ‘ho:ms, our parent’s homes and our grandparent’s homes. Too often, they are
falhngmtothehands,ofunmtendedmm-mostnotably, our youth. The stark reality is that we
are providing young pgoyle with easy access to a variety of medications clinically prescribed for
others. -
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. Umntenuonal pmsonmg deaths are on the rise in the United States; from 1999 — 2007 we

further zaxmg our already stramed healﬂ:eate system
* An estimated 71 OOOchlldrenareseenmemergencyroomseachyearbecauseof
medlcanon poxsomngs MML_EWM_
. med medic: ; S

J And aeeordmg to the Oxford Unwas:ty Press, m2005 po:somngs led to $33.4 billion in
medical and productivity costs
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Fmtbemxore, the Obama Admm!stranon 1ssuzd a statement on the Whitehouse webslte that

With $773 billion worth of drugs sold worldwide by the drug industry in 2008, it has become
apparent that we have developed a global appetite for medications—and similar to an inherent
adverse reaction, we now have both monumental social problems as well as critical
environmental concerns to address.

Unsafe and ineffective drug disposal policies result in the inappropriate drugging of our bodies,
and the inevitable pollution of our environment. It is imperative that we find an effective way to
properly dispose of our unused and expired medications.

And while Tiburcio Vasquez Health Center is playing a lead role in spearheading community
education about this issue, and continues to look for new ways to combat this problem, the
serious matters of limited staff capacity and devastating cuts in funding preclude us from being
even more proactive.

It is time that the profitable pharmaceutical industries play a lead role in the planning of this
important legislation, and more critically, to ultimately share in the responsibility for provide and
pay for a medication take-back program.

Therefore, we welcome and encourage the adoption of the Resolution of Support by the City of
Hayward for extended producer responsibility and the Alameda County Safe Medication

Disposal Ordinance.
Sincerely,
-~ ,
9 : M aAncra
José Joel Garcia
Chief Executive Officer
Tiburcio Vasquez Heajth Center, Inc

cc:  'Members, Hayward City Council
Yolanda Triana, President, Tiburcio Vasquez Health Center Board of Directors
Lori Baptista, Director of Policy, Tiburcio Va;quez Health Center



