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FAX TRANSMISSION
nBURclO VASQUEZ HEALTH CENTER, INC.

Hayward Site; 22331 Mission Blvd. Hayward, CA 94541 .

DATE: 5/9'II iJ.. TIlY.IE: ~.o i 5 fm.

TO: NAME:~k. ~&,~~Ius

COMPANY: C;+14--t£...,'J'~'1ty......",=L.......-_ - - - -

FAX NUMBER: 510 S83" 3~ _

FROM: NAME: . .[ Prj ~, D~c:..-be:~ _

CONTACT NUMBER: (510)471-5907 EXT: Mt'/

FAXNUMBBRS:~O)690-0703 0(510) 690-0717 0(510) 690-0754
0(510) 690-0914 ~(S10) S38-~413' 0(510) 690-0816
0(510) 690-0755

INCLUDING THIS COYER SHEET, WE HAVB TRANS:MITIED 1.5 PAGES TOTAL.

COMMENTS: . &s.;8 ~6t1IGr.l: .

__~ CSO/~M (I.: /lk.wJc fl.ry J,f.-l'/uJ,'4bm ~L--..
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Theinfonnation contained inthis fax andits attachments,· any. may be rivileged, eonfidential and
protected from disclosure. This infonnation is property ofTiburcio'Vasquez Health Center, Inc. Ifyouare
nottheintended recipien~ any disclosure. copying, distribution, reading~ orthetaking any action in reIiance
onor in response tothisinfonnation (except as speci:fica1ly permitted in thisnotice) is strictly prohibited. If
you have received this transmission andyouarenota named recipient ora personauthorized to receive tlie
fax~d its~ent~~.ifyouthink: youhave received this~.error, please contact usat (S10)471-5907.
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11le~ble Michael Sweeney May 8.2012
c' •• •

~r, Cityof Hayward
rnB"'Street
,"~. CA 94541

• .:-: f.."
Resolution ofSupport by the City ofBaywarcl for EneDdecl Producer
Responsibility and the Alameda County SafeMedicatiOD Disposal OrcJinaDee
(supPORT)

Dear Mayor Sweeney.
':'"

';, ':',Onbehalfof thepatients. clients, staff, and BoardofTiburcio Vasquez Heath Center, Inc.,
f, :,=(TVHC), I amwriting to express oursupport of the Safe Medication andDrug Disposal
:! :, Ordinance Resolution which will be heard in Chambers this evening., ,

~i~i\~ youknow, TVHCis a not-lor"profit healthcenterthat providedquality healthcare and
:r:,: :enabling wellness services to almost 20,000 people in 2011. Andalthoughwearcnot the
::,:~"p!~w:ers of medications, we feel it is impenative to advocate forouryouth, OUl'community, and

'.f·renviromnent. .
"0:;: :.:.:::

W~aiv.~ longbeen aware of the serious ramifications ofunsafe drug disposal, both in the
po1J6Ji,ofour larger community environment, andespecially in the critically dangerous effects
on our'~ particularly, ouryouth.

\~,; : · : \~ ·t

Because oi~'_,:9finadequate means ~fmedication 'disposa1 options, medications arc being
stockpiled in om\~cs, ourparentts homes and our grandparentts homes. Too often, they are
tailing intothe~~Qfunintended users -most notably, our youth. The stark reality is that we
areproviding young ~,l)le witheasy access to a variety OfmedicatiODS clinically prescribed for
others. ' ~::, :i

,!:.!.
4,'c,

• Unintentional ~soning deaths areon the rise in the United States; from 1999 - 2007 !(!
saW a nationaHncreye of 145% · ' , ,

• In 2009, mliiitentional poisonings caused over708,000 emergency department visits.
further taxing ouralteady strained hea1thcare system

• An estimated 71,000 children are seen in emergency rooms each year because of
medication poisonings. Over 80% of theseyisits were because an unsupervised child
fmmd and consumed medications intended for anotheruser

• AndaCcording to the Oxford University Press, in 2005, poisonings ledto $33.4 billion in
medical and productivitycosts

T'I:-:C HAYWARD • 2233~ to'.j5~~on 3tvt:.) H~)·,"'ll'CI C;.. 94S<~
~CGA~ :;:A:.7H '::-iTE~ • 1800 H S:t'CQt, ~:r..H:. U~!on ':.Ity CA945S7

i"EN~YS':-; H~Ai.rH C:::NTEit • 27035 Whit~l!1 S~t Rm.A1, Haywzn:: C:A ~"544

WiC ?ROGRA..\{.• 32970 .Alvarado·N!las ~ad Ste. 76':. :':1':10:: ~1~YI t;;.A 94587 • (5:0) 47~·:c;i3

~~i\.Y SU'P~O~7 S::RViC;;:S 0 SCHOOL BAS~OlSCHOOL ~Nj(EO HE~'l.I.T~ SERViCES • 29800 M~s!c:1 O:vC•• '"iaw.'z;,:-O, C:O 114;"



05/08/2012 14:24 5106900703 TVHC ADMIN t41BS P.003 /015

F'uItbermore, the Obama Adminis1ration issued a statement on the Whitehouse website that
reads; prescriRlion drugqbuse is the nation" fastest rrowing druggroblem gmlhtJs bem
classifiedby theCDC as an epidemic.

With$773 billion worth of drugs soldworldwide by the drug industryin 2008, it has become
apparent that we havedeveloped a global appetite formedications-and similar to an inherent
adverse reaction, we now have both monumental social problems aswell ascritical
environmental concerns to addless.

Unsafe and ineffective drug disposal policies result in the inappropriate drugging of ourbodies.
and the inevitable pollution ofourcnviromnent It is imperative that we findaneffeWve wayto
properly dispose of our unused andexpu=. medications.

And while Tibureio Vasquez Health Center is playing a leadrole in spearheading community
education about 1bis issue, and continues to lookfornewways to combat thisproblem, the
serious matters of limited staffcapacity and devastating cuts in funding preclude us from being
evenm~ proactive.

It is timethat theprofitable pharmaceutical industries playa leadrole in the plSmung oftbis
importantlegislation, andmoreCritically. to ultimately share in theresponsibility forprovide and
payfor a medication fa.k&.back program.

Therefore, wewelcome andencourage the adoption of the Resolution ofSupport by the Cityof
Hayward forextended producer responsibility andthe AlamedaCounty Safe Medication
Disposal Ordinance.

Sincerely,

Jos6 Joel Garcia
Chief'Executive Officer
Tiburc:io Vasquez Health Center, IDe

cc: .Members, Hayward CityCouncil
Yolanda~ President,TIbU1'Cio Vasquez Health Center Board of Directors
Lori Baptista, Director of Policy•Tiburcio V8;S'1uez HealthC~


