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Objectives of Revising Regulations

• provide more flexibility to promote economic 
growth and number of desired businesses, 

• ensure potentially undesirable uses that drain 
scare resources are adequately regulated and/or 
discouraged, 

• develop more aggressive ways to shut down 
undesirable businesses that serve alcohol, and 

• provide a funding structure/process to ensure 
adequate Police Department resources are 
available to regulate such uses and enforce City 
regulations



History of City’s Alcohol Regulations 

• City’s original Alcoholic Beverage Outlet regulations were 
adopted in 1993 to
• stem the proliferation of establishments selling alcoholic 

beverages within the City, with the notion that they present 
problems which affect residents, businesses, property owners, 
visitors, and workers of Hayward 

• City last comprehensively revised its alcohol beverage 
outlet regulations in 2006 to
• pursue changes to the regulations that focus on the Downtown, 

liquor stores and bars, the extent of alcoholic beverages 
permitted to be sold by physical volume (e.g., cubic feet) rather 
than percentage of floor area, and in re‐examining the relevance 
of the current separation requirements between establishments 
involved in the sale of alcoholic beverages 



Overview of City’s Current Regulations 

• Excluding full‐service restaurants, retail stores of 
10,000 square feet or more that do not allocate 
more than 5 percent of their floor area to alcohol, 
and legally permitted special community events, 
new alcohol‐serving establishments require a 
conditional use permit (CUP)

• Nonconforming uses (operate without a CUP)
• established prior to regulations requiring a CUP
• may operate without a use permit, unless a 
change to liquor license occurs or there is a 
substantial change in the mode or character of 
operation of an establishment



Full Service Restaurants

• maintains a minimum of 60 percent of its gross receipts from the sale of 
meals;

• a full service restaurant shall serve meals to guests at all times the 
commercial activity is open for business;

• an establishment shall not be considered a full-service restaurant if it 
serves alcohol without meal service being provided; 

• any bar/lounge area cannot remain open when the dining area is closed; 
• a full service restaurant shall not offer or permit any form of live or 

recorded entertainment; including by way of example and not limited to, 
the playing of recorded music by a disc jockey, karaoke, dancing, video or 
mechanical games. Background music complementary to a dining 
experience may be provided as determined by the Chief of Police; 

• a full service restaurant shall not offer any type of reduced price 
promotion for alcoholic beverages served on the premises;

• abides by listed performance standards related to minimizing impacts on 
public health and safety, etc.



Separation Standards for Alcohol 
Establishments

• a minimum 500 foot separation outside the Downtown between on-sale 
establishments and other on-sale or off-sale establishments, as well as to 
schools, public parks, libraries, playgrounds, recreational centers, child 
care centers, or other similar uses;

• in the Downtown, a minimum100 foot separation is required between on-
sale and off-sale establishments;

• no separation is required from schools, public parks, etc. for on-sale 
establishments that front B Street between Watkins Street and Foothill 
Boulevard or front Main Street between A and C Streets;  however, within 
the Downtown, no more than two on-sale alcohol establishments shall be 
permitted per block side or face;  

• off-sale establishments are typically required to be separated by at least 
500 feet and be no closer than 500 feet to schools, public parks, etc.

Note the regulations identify possible conditions that may be appropriate for 
such uses, but such conditions are not stated as being required.
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Full Service Restaurants
• maintains a minimum of 60 percent of its gross receipts from the sale of 

meals;
• a full service restaurant shall serve meals to guests at all times the 

commercial activity is open for business;
• an establishment shall not be considered a full-service restaurant if it 

serves alcohol without meal service being provided; 
• any bar/lounge area cannot remain open when the dining area is 

closed; 
• a full service restaurant shall not offer or permit any form of live or 

recorded entertainment; including by way of example and not limited to, 
the playing of recorded music by a disc jockey, karaoke, dancing, video 
or mechanical games. Background music complementary to a dining 
experience may be provided as determined by the Chief of Police; 

• a full service restaurant is allowed to have live or recorded music until 
10:00 pm without City approval (no dancing allowed), in compliance 
with the City’s noise regulations

• a full service restaurant shall not offer any type of reduced price 
promotion for alcoholic beverages served on the premises;

• abides by listed performance standards related to minimizing impacts 
on public health and safety, etc.
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Existing Alcohol Serving Locations in Hayward



Problematic Alcohol Serving 
Locations in Hayward

1/2010 – 8/2011
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Staff Recommendation

• Revise full‐service restaurant standards by allowing 
happy hours, and music (without dancing) until 
10:00 pm (staff to present resolution to City 
Council in near future)

• Direct staff to conduct further research and 
present recommendations for further revisions 
within the next six months, to address the 
previously stated objectives
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