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DATE: September 14, 2010 
 
TO: Mayor and City Council 
 
FROM: Development Services Director  
 
SUBJECT: Resolution of Support for the Cooperative Study of the Impact of 

Sea Level Rise on the Infrastructure of the Hayward/San Leandro 
Shoreline  

 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council reviews this report and adopts the attached resolution (Attachment I) of 
Support for the Cooperative Study of the Impact of Sea Level Rise on the Infrastructure 
of the Hayward/San Leandro Shoreline.  
 
BACKGROUND 
 
A report titled, Preliminary Study on the Effects of Sea Level Rise on the Resources of the Hayward 
Shoreline (the Study) was presented to Council during a work session on March 16, 20101. 
Commissioned by the Hayward Area Shoreline Planning Agency (HASPA), the study was prepared by 
hydrology consultant Phillip Williams and Associates (PWA) to assist HASPA with planning for 
anticipated rises in sea level. As noted in the report, the State of California has directed its agencies to 
plan for a rise in sea level of fifty-five inches by 2100. The various resources along the Hayward 
shoreline that are at risk from sea level rise, such as utility lines, landfills, storm drainage facilities, 
trails, wastewater treatment facilities, a railroad line, marshes, and mudflats are described in the report. 
Alternatives for protecting shoreline resources from the impacts of sea level rise include building larger 
levees and seawalls, building new levees farther from the Bay, creating new marsh areas, and 
combinations of these strategies.  
 
Section 8 of the Study recommends that a more detailed vulnerability assessment be prepared to 
evaluate and plan for specific infrastructure improvements. The Study has been presented to staff of the 
Bay Conservation Development Commission on March 22, at the Hayward Shoreline Interpretive 
Center on March 24, the East Bay Dischargers Authority (EBDA) on July 15, the Bay Conservation 
and Development Commission on August 5, and the Alameda Creek Watershed Council on August 26 
of this year.  
                                                 
1 The report is available at http://www.hayward-ca.gov/citygov/meetings/cca/2010/cca031610.htm . 



DISCUSSION

TheStudyaddressestheshorelinebetweenStateHighway92andSanLorenzoCreeksee
AttachmentIIIftheCounciladoptstheattachedresolutionandtheCityofSanLeandroformally
agreestoparticipatethevulnerabilityassessmentrecommendedbytheStudywillalsoincludethe
areafromSanLeandroCreeknorthtoDavisStreetinSanLeandroNorthofDavisStreetthePort
ofOaklandisaddressingsealevelriseattheOaklandAirportandsurroundingareaSouthof
Highway92sealevelriseisbeinghandledbytheSouthBaySaltPondRestorationProjectAmap
showingtheareaoftheproposedStudyisincludedasAttachmentIIAttheEBDAmeetingonJuly
152010theMayorofSanLeandroexpressedinterestinparticipatinginthevulnerability
assessment

StaffofHASPAwhichincludestheCityofHaywardtheHaywardAreaRecreationandPark
DistrictHARDandtheEastBayRegionalParkDistrictEBRPDwillcontinuetomeetwiththe
staffandboardsofotheragenciesthathaveaninterestinprotectingtheHaywardSanLeandro
ShorelineOncetheattachedresolutionisadoptedbythethreeHASPAmemberagenciesandother
variousagenciesthenstaffwillworktoestablishafinancingstrategyandpossiblyanewjoint
powersauthoritytomanagethepreparationofthevulnerabilityassessmentandlaterdevelopa
masterplanforaddressingthesevulnerabilitiesinaprioritizedmannerTheBoardsofHARD
EBRPDandtheBayTrailwillbeconsideringadoptionofthissameresolutionthisfall

ENVIRONMENTALREVIEW

Adoptionoftheattachedresolutionisnotsubjecttoenvironmental reviewpertherequirementsofthe
CaliforniaEnvironmentalQualityActCEQAStudiessuchasthecompletedpreliminarystudyand
therecommendedvulnerabilityanalysisarestatutorilyexemptfromenvironmental reviewperSection
15262FeasibilityandPlanningStudiesoftheCEQAGuidelines

ECONOMICIMPACT

AdoptionoftheattachedresolutionwillhavenoeconomicimpactonthecommunityDependingon
thecourseofactionselectedbytheagenciesresponsiblefortheshorelinetheremaybenegative
impactsassociatedwithfloodingorotherdamagetoinfrastructureIfsignificantrepairsorproactive
improvementsaremadetotheshorelinepositiveimpactswouldincludethecreationofconstruction
andengineeringjobsaswellasthemaintenanceoftheshorelineasavaluablerecreationaland
ecologicalamenity

FISCALIMPACT

Theestimatedcostforthevulnerabilityassessmentisnotexpectedtoexceed45000wouldbefunded
bycontributionsfromaffectedagenciesandmayalsobeeligibleforgrantawardsGiventhepotential
effectsofsealevelriseontheCityswastewatertreatmentfacilityHaywardsshareofthecostofthe
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additionalstudymaycomefromthewastewatertreatmententerprisefundStaffwillseekCouncil
authorizationoncethenextstepsinthisprocessareidentifiedalongwiththeCitysshareofthecost

FundingforthemastershorelinemanagementplancouldcomefromfederalappropriationsfundingIn
November2009staffsubmittedanapplicationthroughCongressmanPeteStarksofficeforfunding
throughtheWaterResourcesDevelopmentActof2010Theapplicationrequested248million
including18millionforleveeandinfrastructurerepair5millionforademonstrationprojectand
18millionforaShorelineRealignmentMasterPlanFollowingtheinitialapplicationadditional
informationhasbeensubmittedtoRepresentativePeteStarkSenatorBarbaraBoxerandtheArmy
CorpsofEngineersCongressisnotexpectedtoapproveWRDAfundingrequestsuntilsometimein
2011

StaffalsoplanstopursuefundingthroughotherorganizationssuchastheCaliforniaCoastal
ConservancyandtheSanFranciscoEstuaryPartnership

PUBLICCONTACT

TheissueofsealevelriserelatedtotheHaywardshorelinewasdiscussedatCouncilmeetingson
October212008andMarch162010andatHASPAmeetingsonDecember172009April82010
andJune242010

SCHEDULE NEXTSTEPS

Staffwillcontinuetosolicitresolutionsofsupportfromotheragenciesthroughearly2011After
resolutionsarecollectedaplanforcostsharingandgovemancestructureforthemanagementof
additionalstudieswillbedevelopedandpresentedtotheCityCouncil

PreparedbyErikJPearsonAICPSeniorPlanner

RecommendedbyDavidRizkAICPDevelopmentServicesDirector

Approvedby

FranDavidCityManger

Attachments

AttachmentI Resolution
AttachmentII MapofProposedHaywardSanLeandroShorelineStudy
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HAYWARDCITYCOUNCIL

RESOLUTIONNO10

IntroducedbyCouncilMember

RESOLUTIONOFSUPPORTFORTHECOOPERATIVE

STUDYOFTHEIMPACTOFSEALEVELRISEONTHE

INFRASTRUCTUREOFTHEHAYWARDSANLEANDRO
SHORELINE

Attachmentt

WHEREAStheHaywardAreaShorelinePlanningAgencyHASPAajoint
powersagencycomposedoftheCityofHaywardtheHaywardAreaRecreationandPark
DistrictandtheEastBayRegionalParkDistrictcommissionedaPreliminaryStudyonthe
AffectofSeaLevelRiseontheResourcesoftheHaywardShorelinetheStudypreparedby
hydrologyconsultantPhillipWilliamsandAssociatesand

WHEREAStheStudysetsforthseveralalternativesformitigatingtheimpactof
projectedsealevelriseontheinfrastructureoftheHaywardshorelinebetweenHighway92and
theSanLeandroHaywardborderand

WHEREASaddressingthisissuewillrequireacooperativeeffortbetweenthe
variouspublicagenciesandprivateinterestswithimprovementsalongthisreachoftheshoreline
aswellasareasofshorelineinSanLeandrotothenorthoftheHaywardSanLeandroborderand

WHEREASfurtherstudyisneededtodeterminetherelativevulnerabilityofthe
varioussystemsofinfrastructureandtodevelopamasterplanthatprioritizesandcoordinatesthe
improvementsthatneedtobemadetoprotecttheseresourcesand

WHEREAStheestimatedcostfortheadditionalstudyisexpectednottoexceed
45000andwouldbefundedbycontributionsfromaffectedagenciesandmayalsobeeligible
forgrantawards

WHEREASthecompletedpreliminarystudyandtherecommendedvulnerability
analysisarestatutorilyexemptfromenvironmentalreviewperSection15262oftheCalifornia
EnvironmentalQualityActCEQAGuidelinesFeasibilityandPlanningStudies

NOWTHEREFOREBEITRESOLVEDthattheCityCounciloftheCityof
Haywardsupportstheefforttoconductacooperativestudyoftheimpactofsealevelriseonthe
infrastructureoftheHaywardSanLeandroShorelineand

BEITFURTHERRESOLVEDthatavulnerabilityanalysisstudyingtheeffects



ofsealevelriseontheHaywardSanLeandroshorelineisstatutorilyexemptfromenvironmental
reviewperSection15262oftheCaliforniaEnvironmentalQualityActCEQAGuidelines
FeasibilityandPlanningStudies

BEITFURTHERRESOLVEDthattheCityManagerisherebyauthorizedand
directedonbehalfoftheCityCouncilandinitsnametoexecuteanddeliversuchdocuments
anddosuchactsasmaybedeemednecessaryorappropriatetoaccomplishtheintentionsofthis
resolution

INCOUNCILHAYWARDCALIFORNIA 2010

ADOPTEDBYTHEFOLLOWINGVOTE

AYESCOUNCILMEMBERS
MAYOR

NOESCOUNCILMEMBERS

ABSTAINCOUNCILMEMBERS

ABSENTCOUNCILMEMBERS

ATTEST

CityClerkoftheCityofHayward

APPROVEDASTOFORM

CityAttorneyoftheCityofHayward
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