
DATE July202010

TO MayorandCityCouncil

FROM TechnologyServicesDirector

SUBJECT NoTextingWhileDriving

RECOMMENDATION

CITYOF

HAYW ARD
HEARTOFTHEBAT

ThattheCouncilapprovesaresolutionsupportingATTinitsefforttoeducatethe
generalpublicaboutthedangeroftextingwhiledriving

BACKGROUND

Textingwhiledrivingistheactofcomposingsendingorreadingtextmessagesemailormaking
othersimilaruseoftheinternetonamobiledevicewhileoperatingamotorvehiclesuchasan
automobiletruckortrainThepracticehasbeenviewedbymanypeopleandauthoritiesas
dangerousIthasalsobeenruledasthecauseofanumberofmotorvehicleaccidents

Textingwhiledrivingattractedinterestinthemediaafterseveralhighlypublicizedcarcrasheswere
causedbytextingdriversincludingaMay2009incidentinvolvingaBostontrolleycardriverwho
crashedwhiletextingandthe2008Chatsworthtraincollisionwhichkilledtwentyfivepassengers
Investigationsrevealedthattheengineerofthattrainhadsentfortyfivetextmessageswhile
operating

OnJuly12009thestateofCaliforniaenactedalawthatprohibitssendingelectronictextmessages
whiledrivingandappliedafineof76forthefirstoffenseand175eachsubsequentoffense

OnOctober12009theUSDepartmentofTransportationDOTannouncedPresidentBarack
ObamassigningofanExecutiveOrderdirectingfederalemployeesnottoengageintextmessaging
whiledrivinggovernmentownedvehiclesamongotheractivitiesAccordingtoTransportation
SecretaryRayLahoodThisordersendsaveryclearsignaltotheAmericanpublicthatdistracted
drivingisdangerousandunacceptableItshowsthatthefederalgovernmentisleadingbyexample
AsapartofalargermovetocombatdistracteddrivingtheDOTandtheNationalHighway
TransportationSafetyAdministrationlaunchedthepublicinformationwebsite
httpwwwdistractiongovOnJanuary262010DOTannouncedafederalbanontextingwhile
drivingbytruckersandbusdrivers



DISCUSSION

TextingwhiledrivingleadstoincreaseddistractionbehindthewheelIn2006LibertyMutual
InsuranceGroupconductedasurveywithmorethan900teensfromovertwentysixhighschools
nationwideTheresultsshowedthatthirtysevenpercentofstudentsfoundtextingtobeveryor
extremelydistractingAstudybytheAAAdiscoveredthatfortysixpercentofteensadmittedto
beingdistractedbehindthewheelduetotextingOneexampleofdistractionbehindthewheelisthe
2008ChatsworthtraincollisionthatkilledtwentyfivepassengersThesubsequentinvestigation
revealedthattheengineerhadsentfortyfivetextmessageswhileoperatingthetrain

A2009experimentbyCarandDrivermagazinethattookplaceatadesertedairstripshowedthat
textingwhiledrivinghadagreaterimpactonsafetythandrivingdrunkWhilelegallydrunka
vehiclesstoppingdistancefromseventymphincreasedbyfourfeetbycontrastreadinganemail
addedthirtysixfeetandsendingatextaddedseventyfeet

AsimulationstudyattheMonashUniversityAccidentResearchCentreprovidedstrongevidence
thatretrievingandinparticularsendingtextmessageshasadetrimentaleffectonanumberof
safetycriticaldrivingmeasuresSpecificallynegativeeffectswereseenindetectingandresponding
correctlytoroadsignsdetectinghazardstimespentwitheyesofftheroadandonlyforsending
textmessageslateralpositionMeanspeedspeedvariabilitylateralpositionwhenreceivingtext
messagesandfollowingdistanceshowednodifferenceAseparateyetunreleasedsimulation
studyattheUniversityofUtahfoundasixfoldincreaseindistractionrelatedaccidentswhen
texting

EightyninepercentofUSadultsthinkthattextmessagingwhiledrivingisdistractingdangerous
andshouldbeoutlawedTheAmericanAutomobileAssociationFoundationforTrafficSafetyhas
releasedpollingdatathatshowthateightysevenpercentofpeopleconsidertextingandemailing
whiledrivingaveryserioussafetythreatalmostequivalenttotheninetypercentofthosepolled
whoconsiderdrunkdrivingathreatDespitetheacknowledgementofthedangersoftextingbehind
thewheelabouthalfofdriverssixteentotwentyfoursaytheyhavetextedwhiledrivingcompared
withtwentytwopercentofdriversthirtyfivetofortyfourTextingwhiledrivingreceivedgreater
attentioninthelate2000scorrespondingtoariseinthenumberoftextmessagesbeingsent

OnJuly272009VirginiaTechTransportationInstituteVTTIreleasedpreliminaryfindingsof
theirstudyofdriverdistractionincommercialvehiclesSeveralnaturalisticdrivingstudiesoflong
haultrucksandlightervehiclesdrivingsixmillioncombinedmilesusedvideocamerastoobserve
thedriversandroadResearchersobserved4452safetycriticaleventswhichincludescrashes
nearcrashessafetycriticaleventsandlanedeviationsEightyonepercentofthesafetycritical
eventsinvolvedsometypeofdriverdistractionTextmessaginghadthegreatestrelativeriskwith
driversofheavyvehiclesortrucksbeingmorethantwentythreetimesmorelikelytoexperiencea
safetycriticaleventwhentextingThestudyalsofoundthatdriverstypicallytaketheireyesoffthe
forwardroadwayforanaverageoffouroutofsixsecondswhentextingandrevealedthatwhen
travelingat55mphthatsametextingdrivertravelsthedistanceofafootballfieldwithouttheir
eyesontheroadVTTIsconclusionsfromthisstudyincludedthattextingshouldbebannedin
movingvehiclesforalldrivers
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ECONOMICIMPACT

None

FISCALIMPACT

None

PUBLICCONTACT

None

NEXTSTEPS

IfadoptedtheResolutionwillbedistributedasappropriate

RecommendedbyClancyPriestTechnologyServicesDirector

Approvedby

FranDavidCityManager

Attachments
AttachmentIResolution
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HAYWARDCITYCOUNCIL

RESOLUTIONNO 10

IntroducedbyCouncilMember

RESOLUTIONSUPPORTINGATTINITSEFFORT

TOEDUCATETHEGENERALPUBLICABOUTTHE
DANGEROFTEXTINGWHILEDRIVING

WHEREAStheCityofHaywardholdsthehealthandsafetyofitscitizensasaparamount
concernand

WHEREASwirelessphoneusehasbecomeubiquitousthroughourcommunity
Californiaandthenationasawholeanduseoftextmessageshasgrownexponentiallyinrecent
yearsand

WHEREASanytimeadriverattemptstosendanelectronictextmessagewhiledriving
hisorherattentionisdivertedfromtheroadand

WHEREASarecentPewInternet AmericanLifeProjectstudyfoundthattwentysix
percentofAmericanteensofdrivingagesaythattheyhavetextedwhiledrivingandfortyeight
percentofallteenstwelvetoeighteensaythattheyhavebeenapassengerwhileadriverhassenta
textmessageand

WHEREASarecentNationwideInsurancestudyshowedthateightypercentof
respondentssupportsometypeofbanonsendingtextmessagesoremailswhiledrivingand

WHEREASarecentVirginiaTechstudyshowedsendingelectronictextmessageswhile
drivingmakesanaccidenttwentythreetimesmorelikelyand

WHEREASastudyconductedbyTheTransportResearchLaboratoryintheUnited
Kingdomshowedthatsendingtextmessageswhiledrivingisriskierthandrivingunderthe
influenceofalcoholordrugsand

WHEREASadriverthatattemptstosendelectronictextmessageswhiledrivingisnotjust
ahazardtothemselvesbuttopassengersotherdriversandpedestriansaswelland
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WHEREAStheUnitedStatesDepartmentofTransportationhasbannedallcommercial
truckandbusdriversfromsendingelectronictextmessageswhiledrivingwiththesupportofthe
driversunionsand

WHEREASitisillegaltosendelectronictextmessageswhiledrivinginthestateof
California

NOWTHEREFOREBEITRESOLVEDthattheCityofHaywardpromotessafe
drivingacrossCaliforniaandherebyjoinsATTinitsefforttoeducatethegeneralpublicabout
thedangeroftextingwhiledriving

INCOUNCILHAYWARDCALIFORNIA July20 2010

ADOPTEDBYTHEFOLLOWINGVOTE

AYES

NOES

ABSTAIN

ABSENT

COUNCILMEMBERS

MAYOR

COUNCILMEMBERS

COUNCILMEMBERS

COUNCILMEMBERS

APPROVEDASTOFORM

CityAttorneyoftheCityofHayward

ATTEST

CityClerkoftheCityofHayward


