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September 16 2008

Mayor and City Council

Director of Community and Economic Development

Authorize the City Manager to Negotiate and Execute a COnttact with a

Consultant for the Preparation ofthe Housing Element Update

RECOMMENDATION

That Council adopts the attached resolution authorizing the City Manager to negotiate and execute a

contract with Veronica Tam and Associates

BACKGROUND

State law requires every California city to adopt ageneral plan which must include seven elements
including housing Unlike other mandatory general plan elements the housing elementwhich is

required to be updated every five years is subject to detailed statutory requirements housing
element law and a mandatory review by the State Department of Housing and Community
Development The requirements in place reflect the States recognition that the availability of

housing is a matter of statewide importance The current Housing Element was adopted by the

Council on October 21 2003

Each housing element planning period begins with the State allocating each region its share ofthe

statewide housing need Housing element law requires the Association of Bay Area Goverrunents

ABAG to prepare aRegional Housing Needs Plan This Plan details the number of housing units

allocated to each city and county in the Bay Area and specifies the number ofunits that must be

accommodated in each of four affordability categories Haywardsprevious and current Regional
Housing Needs Allocation RHNA as well as the actual number of units constructed during the

previous planning period are detailed below














