CITY OF HAYWARD AGENDA DATE  06/26/07
AGENDA ITEM 4L

AGENDA REPORT WORK SESSION ITEM
TO: Mayor and City Council
FROM: City Manager

SUBJECT: Vector and Disease Control Assessment Election Ballot

RECOMMENDATION:

It is recommended that the City Council, by motion, authorize staff to cast an affirmative vote for
the proposed Vector and Disease Control Assessment associated with City-owned property.

DISCUSSION:

The Alameda County Vector Control Services District (the District) was established in 1984 to
prevent human disease, injury, and discomfort by controlling insects, rats, and other rodents, as
well as tracking and reporting on emerging disease in the County. The District is primarily
funded by a fixed annual assessment that has been in place the last ten years. The boundaries of
the District are contiguous with those of Alameda County, excluding Fremont and Emeryville.

The District delivers services in rat and rodent control, wildlife management and rabies control,
solid waste and nuisance problems, disease surveillance and control, and the associated
enforcement efforts. Services are delivered to most residents and businesses in the cities in
Alameda County, including Hayward; as well as the County unincorporated areas. The District’s
Strategic Response Plan is comprised of three elements: public education, public health
enforcement, and effective discase surveillance and reduction of human risk. The District
supports a policy of judicious use of least-toxic pesticides, which is consistent with the current
policies of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and Alameda County Integrated Pest
Management.

The ballot allows property owners in Alameda County, of which the City of Hayward is one, to
decide if the District should receive additional funding to support these services. If approved,
this measure would increase funding to support control of rodents and disease prevention
services, including the implementation of year-round testing for and responding to diseases that
are carried by vectors, such as hantavirus, plague, and others. Ballots are due no later than July
10, 2007.




FISCAL IMPACT:

In 1997, the Board of Supervisors approved an annual fee of $5.92 per parcel which has
remained the same since then. Approving the proposed assessment will add an additional $4.08
per single family equivalent (SFE), which is defined in the Engineers Report on file with the City
Clerk.

If approved, the assessment may be continued in future years. After 2007-08, the assessment can
be adjusted annually as needed to meet revenue — neutrality, not to exceed an amount equal to
the change in the San Francisco Bay Area Consumer Price Index or 3%, whichever is less. The
Alameda County Board of Supervisors are required to approve the assessment annually at a
public hearing.

While the City is exempt from the 1997 assessment of $5.92, the City is subject to the currently
proposed assessment of $4.08 with regards to six parcels comprising the B Street City Hall
complex. Therefore, the City is required to pay $24.48 for this service in FY 2007-08. Given

the nominal amount and the health benefits derived from vector control, staff recommends voting
in the affirmative.

Recommended by:

Debra C. Auker, Finance Director

Approved by:

Nz e

Jests Armas, City Managed

Attachments: QOfficial Notice and Ballot Information Guide




VECTOR AND DISEASE CONTROL.MEASURE
by the Alameda County Vector Control Services District

What Is the Proposed Vector and Disease Control
Measure?

The Alameda County Vector Control Services District’s
mission is to prevent human disease, injury, and discomfont
by controliing insects, rats and other rodents and emerging
diseases in the County. The District is funded by a fixed
annual assessment that has not increased in ten years.
Qver this time, the District’s costs and responsibilities have
increased and for the last several years the District has been
operating at a deficit.

This measyre allows property owners in Alameada County
to decide if the District should receive additional funding
for it disease surveillance and vector contral services,  If
approved, this measure would fund the year-round cantrol
of rodents and disease prevention services including the
testing for vector-borne diseases such as hanatavirus,
plague, tularemia, and Lyme disease.

What is a Vector?

A vector is any animal capable of transmitting the causative
agent of human disease or capable of producing human
discomfort or injury, including but not fimited to, mosguitoes,
flies, mites, ticks, other arthropods, and small mammals and
other vertebrates.

The District monitors and controls Norway rats that
inhabit broken sewer lines.

A field services inspector pulls @ manhole cover
while inspecting for rats.

How Do Vector Services Affect the Environment?
The District's abaternent and disease gontrol philosophy is
based on Integrated Pest Management (IPM). These steps
involve properly identifying the pest and deploying options
that will eliminate, or reduce food, water, and harborage for
the pests to profiferate and transmit diseases. The District
befieves that pests and disease vectors are managed by
managing the environment and with the judicious use of least-
toxic pesticides. The District's approach is consistentwith the
current Environmental Protection Agency recommendations
and the Alameda County IPM policy.

The District's Strategic Response Plan

The Alameda Vector Contrel Services District's Vector and

Disease prevention Strategic Response Plan is comprised

of the following three elements:

*  Educate the public on current metheds of prevention, |
exclusion, and suppression of insect, rodent and
nuisance pests,

- Enforce public health laws and ordinances against pests
that cause sufficient damage to warrant public health
attention and intervention. .

+  Mainiain effective surveillance for vector and rodent-
bome diseases and their arthropod vectors; develop
strategies and priorities for control and prevention
activities; and make recommendations for reduction of

human exposure and risk.




What Are the Specifics of the Measure?
The measure would provide funding for the following
services year-round:

Ratand Rodent Control - Last year, the District resporided

{o over 1,800 service requests from residents for rats.
District staff educates property owners how fo make
environmental and structural modifications that make their
homes and business less atiractive to these unwanted
pests,
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works thh property awners to make their property
unaftractive to raccoons, skunks, coyotes, bals and
other animals that transmit rabies. Rabies testing is also
provided when public health nisk is involved.

Solid Waste and Nuisance Problems - Complaints
regarding solid waste handling and storage problems
nvolving garbage, human or animal waste, and cdors at
residential properties and businesses are investigated by

District staff.

Disease Surveillance and Control - Services include
arthropod sampling, field surveillance, data collection,

investigation, determination of cause, and preventative
recommendations to lower the risk and exposure to animal
and human diseases.

Legal Enforcement - The District enforces state and local
taws, regulations, and ordinancesto protect the public from
vectors and nuisance related problems,
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How Do | Know the Funds Will Be Used Wisely
and for Their Intended Purpose?

The measure includes several layers of accountability to
ensure that ait funds are expended properly on vector and
disease controk:

+ Funds can only be spent on vector and disease
control services within the same areas of Alameda
County in which they are raised.

» The budget for the services proposed for each year will
be presented to the public annually, including a
professional audit.

+ The hudget and services will be overseen by the County
Board of Supervisors,

What are the Proposed Rates?

Single family residential properties on one acre or less would
contribute $4.08 per year, while other residential property
types are assessed according to the number of dwelling
unis and -size. Commercial, industrial, and agriculture
properiies are assessed according to their parce! size and
property type.

How Will This Measure Be Decided?

This measure will be decided by property owners through a
mailed baliot process estabiished by the Taxpayer's Right To
Vote On Taxes Act of 1998 (approved by voters as Proposition
218). Please watch for your baliot by mail in mid May,

Additional Information

For additional information on the Vector and Disease Controf
Measure, please contact the Alameda County Vector Controt
Services District at (510} 567-6800.
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Alarmeda County Veclor Services District Boundary

Look for your ballot in your mall bax afier May 11.




