
Agenda for June 6 2012
Hayward Ghazni Friendship City Partnership Sister City Committee
Room 4A Hayward City Hall

Approval of Agenda

Approval of Minutes

TreasurersReport
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Roots of Peace Pennies Campaign

Prospective Members from AFNsBoard match Eva Vander Giessen

NEW BUSINESS

Update concerning Arif Yaqubi

Report from Bruce Green concerning startup meeting of HeratSan Jose Sister City
Formation Committee Saturday May 26 2012

Begin planning next fundraiser Will it be in fall 2012 or spring 2013

Ghazni 2013 trip need to think about a tentative date

MEMBER COMMENTS

a44117CAC070

Next meeting to take place on Wednesday July 11 2012 7 pm in room 4A of City Hall
Please note the first Wednesday in July is the 4 so we moved the meeting to the 11
Also since Ramadan is July 20August 19 we will not have a meeting in August



Ghazni Hayward Friendship City Partnership
Minutes of Meeting May 2 2012

Present Bruce Green Tahir Sawari Ghazala Noor Rahima Haya Arif Yaqubi Carol
Ruth Silver Qader Qudus Stephanie Spencer Malaya Goris by phone

723 meeting called to order after photography exhibit by Arif Yaqubi

Mr Tahir Sawari provided Dari English interpretation during the meeting

Greeting from Mr Yaqubi
Mr Arif Yaqoubi greeted the committee members and thanked the committee for the
hospitality by Bruce and Carol during his visit in Hayward He says that the government
of Afghanistan and Ghazni the mother of the Afghan Islamic culture are looking
forward to the 2013 celebration to highlight all of the accomplishments of Ghazni At the
photography exhibition shown in Ghazni they invited diplomats and high government
officials and he is glad to have the same exhibit in Hayward

Without the affiliation of the City of Hayward and their cooperation it would have been
very difficult to have this exhibition both back home and here in Hayward Thank you
for the relationship between the City of Hayward and the City of Ghazni that has made
all of this possible This was the first exhibit and hopefully will help develop the
relationship between the groups and the Committee in Hayward can provide more help
to the cultural media to have additional cooperation In the last few months in Ghazni
they were able to establish a magazine radio station and graduate most of the
students from the Faculty of Literature where they established an evening for
presenting poems which introduced the culture of Ghazni

Mr Yaqubi also thanks the Committee for the wonderful trip almost a year ago for all of
the things that he was able to see in Hayward and Fremont and also to share what he
was able to see with students in the Kabul University He hopes to be able to share
more with them from this trip and from future cooperation for example through
conference calls and internet and radio such as were able to be set up with the Lincoln
Learning Center He has discussed this with the Governor of Ghazni and Minister of
Communication and would like to set up a direct communication between Ghazni and
Hayward to continue the learning and sharing between the two cities

In the near future he would like to test this kind of communication among students in the
Bay Area and in Ghazni so that they can exchange culture see what each other
wears what kind of recreation they do what their daily schedule is etc His plan is that
if he can start by the time he leaves with a group of 510 people girls and boys and the
other side can get a group together they can test the communication Perhaps they
could test communication between faculty members at Kabul University and Dr
Qayoumi and then he could also introduce other professors

He would also like to create pen pal relationships perhaps beginning with age 10 12 in
the US and those Afghanistan who can write in English Kids that age would like to
know about the daily lives of students in Haywarddaily schedules relationships with
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parents etc Mr Yaqubi can email directly with Malaya Goris to begin to set up these
exchanges with upper grade school level students Malaya will try to work on
scheduling a visit for Arif to her school Bruce will help work on the schedule for this
visit before May 12

Mr Yaqoubi also plans to travel to other provinces in Afghanistan to share the photos
he has been able to take in HaywardFremont California to share what he has learned
about the way of life here He has also another idea between now and 2013 to choose
among the students such as good writers and elders such as best mother who can be
introduced during the Ghazni 2013 celebration He will elaborate more about this
through email Mr Yaqoubi is supporting his projects and his ideas also through his
salary as a journalist

Regular meeting commenced at 758
Stephanie Spencer moved to approve the agenda and minutes from the April 2012
meeting and Carol Ruth seconded Unanimously approved Mr Yaqubi was invited to
become a member of the Committee since he is attending a meeting as is the practice
of the Committee Mr Yaqubi gratefully accepted the invitation and was enrolled as an
honorary member of the Committee The membership fee was also waived

TreasurersReport
Hamid was not able to attend the meeting but submitted a report which is included in
the agenda Carol Ruth suggested that the Committee approve the TreasurersReport
although that is not necessary by Roberts Rules of OrderThiswas unanimously
approved The next transfer of funds for the next quarter should be made before mid
May The Treasurer and President will make this transfer

Old Business

Roots of Peace Pennies Campaign
On Monday May 7 Arif Bruce and Salma will make a visit to the office of Roots of
Peace and have a small photography exhibit there as well This visit will help to gather
information about how to set up the Roots of Peace pennies campaign The group will
have dinner at Heidis home that evening Bruces online document with questions
about the Pennies for Peace will be updated before the next meeting This campaign
will hopefully add funds for the schools in Ghazni

Wrap up of March 14 Fundraiser debrief
Stephanie will send an email to the planning committee asking for feedback about funds
contributed for the fundraiser For tax deduction purposes for fundraiser or for Mr
Yaqubisvisit for example a receipt can be made up and signed by a member of the
committee other than the person requesting the deduction
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New Business

Update concerning Arif Yagoubi visit April 1015 and events attended
Bruce and Arif met with the printer to negotiate the technical aspects of the printing and
the photos were printed They have had several events where the photographs were
displayed

UC Davis400 participants
San Ramon Marriott made a lot of contacts

Noor TV interviews generated a lot of questions from viewers

Upcoming events
May 4 The Mosque Visit organized by
about 40 people there have been more
Muslims from the mosque will attend the
lunch to continue the learning
May 7 Roots of Peace

Bruce will be on Friday this year and will have
people on days when it was on a weekend
meeting of the Christians afterward and share

May 8 or9 Possible visit to Hayward elementary school 1030 tentatively
May 10 Fundraiser at Newark Pavilion for Afghan Elderly Association Mr Yaqubi will
have an exhibit there

May 12 Departure for Washington DC

A scholarship for journalism education at San Jose State University already has had a
relationship with Herat University for the last two years Bruce or other committee
member Mr Qudus will try to make contact with faculty there to learn more about this
relationship

Lessons learned

Can be discussed more at the June meeting when Mr Yaqubis visit has concluded
Perhaps the Committee can contribute to Mr Yaqubisfinal report to the State
Department Mr Qader Qudus suggested some questions to include

What was your expectation for this trip
What was the main purpose of your trip
What was your main learning from the trip

Mr Yaqubi stated that the purpose of the trip was to help toward the 2013 event in
Ghazni to share his learning from the trip with Ghazni and to help people in the US
increase understanding about Ghazni He has been really satisfied with this trip
especially learning about the Afghan refugee committee and how they have the
benefits of US born citizens and have the same freedom as other citizens which
doesnt compare with other countries like Iran or Afghanistan If he can bring that
information back home he hopes to change the impression of Americans in
Afghanistan

Why was Ghazni chosen as the Center for Islamic Culture for 2013 from other
cities in Afghanistan

At that time in the whole regionIran India Ghazni was a center of Islamic
learning At the ISESCO meeting in 2007 they researched Isfahan in Iran and Herat
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but they concluded that Ghazni during the period of the kingdom of Ghazni had
spread Islam to India and had such richness of culture This is the first time a city in
Afghanistan was chosen as the Asian Center for Islamic Culture The Ghazni
museum also has such a rich collection about Ghaznis history going back 5000
years In 2024 Kabul will be the Center of Islamic Culture Note on the Hayward
Ghazni Facebook page there is an article about how Ghazni was selected as the
Center of Islamic Culture
Another idea of Mr Yaqubisis to prepare a documentary visually and in interviews
with Committee members and Ghazni members to share during the Ghanzi
celebration

Plans for Ghazni 2013

This will be discussed in future meetings

Prospective Members from AFNs Board match Eva Vander Giesen
This will be deferred until the June meeting

Report from Bruce Green Northern California Sister City Meeting April 28 2012
Bruce is now a board member for the NorCal Sister City Committee Bruce has offered
for Fremont to host the next NorCal Sister City conference since Fremont has five
sister city relationships Hopefully Afghans in Fremont will be part of encouraging the
Fremont City city leadership to support establishing a sister city with Kabul and for San
Jose to partner with Herat along with other community groups Mr Baserat who
supports the Bamiyan School may also propose a sister city relationship between
Berkeley and Bamiyan Saturday October 20 2012 will be the next NorCal
Conference The keynote speaker will be Ms Mary Kane who is the President of Sister
Cities International

Member Comments

It was wonderful to have a visitor from Afghanistan at the meeting and we hope to
continue to learn from each other

Motion to adjourn from Mr Qudus seconded by Stephanie unanimously approved

Next meeting June 6 2012
Agenda item
Set the date for the next fundraiser and decide if it will be in the fall or spring 2013
Ghazni 2013 trip need to think about a tentative date
July 11 will be the following meeting since July 4 is the first Wed that month
No meeting in August since that is Ramadan
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