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Introduction

Energy Upgrade CaliforniaTM is a 

statewide program providing 

significant incentives to help 

homeowners make their homes 

more comfortable, healthy, and 

energy efficient.

www.EnergyUpgradeCA.org 



A Transformative Energy Program

ÅUpgrade 100,000 buildings

ÅCreate 12,000 construction-related jobs

ÅEvolve thinking to the Whole House 
approach 

ÅReduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions 
to mitigate climate change

Å Improve air quality and health

Statewide program expectations



Funding

Funding sources

ÅState Energy Program/American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act (ARRA) stimulus funds

Å Investor Owned Utility Whole House Retrofit 
Program

ÅCalifornia Energy Commission-administered 
Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grants

ÅBetter Buildings Program

ÅEmployment Development Department 
Workforce Investment Act



How can an Energy Upgrade help me?

²ƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ 12 
years or 120 years old,
most homes share some 
common ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎΧ



ñ²ŜΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǊƴŀŎŜ ƻƴ 
нпκтΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ still too cold

and drafty.ò

²ƘŀǘΩs the Problem?



ñIn the summer we 
sleep downstairs, 

ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘΩǎ ǎƻ hot in 
our bedrooms.ò

²ƘŀǘΩs the Problem?



ñSometimes 
I wonder if the house 
makes her asthma 
worse.ò

²ƘŀǘΩs the Problem?



ñI want to help the 
environment

however I can, 
including in my 
home.ò

²ƘŀǘΩs the Problem?



ñI dread opening our 
utility bills each 

monthτI wish we could 
find ways to lower
them.ò

²ƘŀǘΩs the Problem?



Whole House Approach

Your house is a system with complex interactions



Key Message

ÅHome performance contractors and energy 
experts are taking a new approach to home 
improvement that considers the whole house as 
a system and uses before and after testing to 
achieve measurable results.



Measured Performance



Thermal Imaging



Simple Fixes



Uninsulated Attic



Moist, Uninsulated Crawlspace



Duct Problems


